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“The initiative behind this event is timely, necessary and wholly appropriate to the 
perilous times the world faces.  The threat to us all posed by aggressive and 
intolerant extremist views which ignore other perspectives and do not even 
consider the sanctity of life, must be met by solidarity of approach and view from 
those of all faiths and none.   We need of course to try and understand, really 
understand, from what the springs of such extremism arise, and the perspectives 
that feed them.  That understanding may then better help us meet the threat that 
they pose, all starting from the premise that Peace, a concept at the core of both 
all mainstream religious belief and humanism, is always a better starting point 
than violence.   
 
“This event has the potential to provide a really powerful message of firm support 
for the values of peace, acceptance of diversity and respect for all, whatever their 
background.  Thank you to those who have made it happen. 
 
“It will be important after today that we jointly build on the spirit that has led to it.” 
 
 
 
 

The Rt Hon. David Cameron, MP 
The Prime Minister 
  
 

“When we hear of so much violence and suffering in the world we can easily 
overlook the incredible acts of kindness and reconciliation that take place 
everyday - and everywhere - to help bring different peoples and faiths together.  
  
“Those who kidnap, maim or murder because of what they - quite wrongly - see as 
a ‘religious duty’ have no blessing or mandate from the faith they claim to follow. 
They act in the name hatred and intolerance, and fear a world which is united in 
the shared values of compassion, tolerance and love.  
  
“So let us all unite against extremism. Let us embrace what we have in common 
and celebrate the values we share. Let us all pray for those who are held against 
their will; for those who have been harmed or scarred, and for those who have 
been taken away. Let us pray for the loved ones who are left behind to grieve or to 
hope and give them the strength to carry on with love and unity in their hearts.” 



Tony Stratton, DL 
High Sheriff of Oxfordshire 

 
 
“Oxford is a highly diverse city. The juxtaposition of the architectural delights of a 
medieval university city set against the edgy excitement of the Cowley Road 
informs the nature of the place. We can rightly be proud of the city’s achievements 
today and throughout the past 1000 years but of course it’s Oxford’s people who 
make the difference. Today, Oxford is a diverse community, with a wonderful mix 
of ethnicity, cultures and faiths. However, there is a common commitment to good 
order, common sense and decency that draws our various communities together 
and as High Sheriff of Oxfordshire, I am delighted to add my support to this 
relevant and important event. 
 
“Whatever our faith, our politics or our beliefs, extremism of any sort, particularly 
when it results in the abuse of others, is to be abhorred. The theme of the United 
For Peace event on Sunday 30th November - Oxford’s Communities United 
Against Extremism - expresses, precisely, what so many think and feel, and so 
the event will give an opportunity for individuals and organisations to come 
together in a universal rejection of the horrors perpetrated across the world and 
that we see so regularly in the media.” 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Anne Purse, Chairman 
Oxfordshire County Council 

 
 
 “There have been many times in both recent and distant history when extremism 
has manifested itself and caused immense difficulties for the people of the world. 
History has shown that extremism can come from any source, any geographical 
location or any religion. Oxfordshire would not be the first place to enter the mind 
when the word “extremism” crops up. However we cannot allow that to lead to any 
kind of complacency. The fact that this event is taking place today shows an 
awareness across faiths that there must at all times be alliances, linkages and 
friendships in place to provide a unified, dignified but determined response to 
extremism in any geographical locality. 
  
“I am confident that here in Oxfordshire there is a collective will to work together to 
keep a bright light shining that can banish the dark forces of extremism from our 
county and our city.” 
 



Cllr Mohammed Niaz Abbasi 
Lord Mayor of the City of Oxford 
 

 

 
“In the name of God, who is Most Gracious and Most Merciful. 
 
“The Quran, which is the final book revealed to the Prophet Mohammad (peace be 
upon him) gives us the code of conduct on how to live in this world; in peace, 
without offending others and respecting each other’s rights.  In this present time, 
democracy is the best way forward, in order to make this world a peaceful place to 
live. 
 
“Extremism denies people’s rights and it tries to impose extremist ideology, by 
force.  This sort of behaviour is totally unacceptable as Islam does not allow the 
killing of innocent people, kidnapping for ransom or killing of prisoners in captivity.  
 
“This initiative by The Oxford Foundation and the Oxford Council of Faiths is a 
positive response to extremism and I believe that due to our firm stance and unity, 
we send out a powerful message to extremists that we will always stand united as 
a community of communities against extremism.”  
 
 
 
 
 

Penny Faust,  
Chair, Oxford Council of Faiths 
 

OxCoF 
 
“The Oxford Council of Faiths welcomes and fully supports this initiative. It is 
entirely in keeping with our aims of promoting good relations and respect between 
people from Oxford's different faith communities and fostering friendship, trust and 
mutual understanding between peoples of all faiths. 
 
“Since the Council of Faiths was founded, we have learned that there are real 
benefits both to individual faith groups and to society at large when we stand 
together in faith for what we know to be right. We all have concerns for the fabric 
of society, for mutual support and for respectful social interaction through love, 
respect and our common humanity.”   

 
 



 



UNITED FOR PEACE 
Readings and Reflection 

 
Welcome and Opening Address 
 
Imam Monawar Hussain, Founder, The Oxford Foundation 
 
In the name of God, the Infinitely Good, the Most Merciful 
I begin with the Islamic greeting:  Peace be on you! 

On behalf of The Oxford Foundation and the Oxford Council of Faiths, a very 
warm welcome to you all!  Thank you for taking the time to join us at such a 
significant and important event.  We have today people joining us from across 
Oxfordshire and beyond – from Birmingham, Eton, and London.  When I sent out 
my original message to some of my interfaith colleagues from across Oxford, I 
was deeply moved with the speed with which so many responded, affirming their 
support and with offers of help.  The result is today’s event.  A collaboration from 
across the communities, colleagues from every walk of life, culture and creed, 
coming together – United in Peace: United Against Extremism.  I extend my 
deepest gratitude and love to them and to you all. 

Why this event and why now?  First, for the families whose loved ones have 
been either killed or are being held hostage by the terrorist group – the self 
declared ‘Islamic State.’  It’s unimaginable to comprehend the pain and hurt 
families must be going through, who find themselves in such distressing 
circumstances.  However, I hope our coming together today demonstrates that 
they are not on their own, that so many of us from across the county and the 
country have the families and the hostages in our thoughts and prayers.  May I 
please, at this point, therefore ask all of us to have a moment of silence and 
reflection; and in particular, offer prayer for the families and their loved ones being 
held hostage and those who are suffering in places of war and conflict.  

(1-2 minutes silence and personal reflection) 
Thank you.  Secondly, we live in one of the most beautiful, kind and deeply 
compassionate countries in the world.  Our country is a great example of mutual 
respect and co-existence between people from diverse ethnic, cultural and 
religious backgrounds.  The aim of The Oxford Foundation is to work to deepen 
understanding between this rich cultural and religious diversity, and at the same 
time to challenge and confront the narratives of both the far-right extremists who 
have been gaining in strength in mainland Europe and also here at home.  For 
example, the brutal killing of Mohammed Saleem, an 82-year-old pensioner 
walking home from the mosque, brutally stabbed in Birmingham in 2013.  His killer 
said he wanted to create racial conflict in our country.  In addition, there has also 
been a rise in anti-semitism; for example: the Community Security Trust (CST), “a 
charity set up to protect Britain's Jewish community… has recorded its highest-
ever monthly total of anti-semitic incidents… it was aware of 302 such events in 
July, compared to 59 in July 2013.” www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-29057121.  

On the other hand, extremists claiming Islamic legitimacy have been committing 



the most barbaric and wicked acts, unleashing indiscriminate violence on innocent 
people going about their daily lives.  The violence of IS and their affiliate groups, 
far too often against fellow Muslims but also against minorities, is used by far-right 
and Islamophobic groups to spread hatred against all Muslims and Islam, in 
general, thereby tarnishing a whole community.  Extremism feeds off extremism.   

I want to quote here from an Open Letter, to which I am a signatory with 125 
Islamic scholars from across the Islamic world.  This Open Letter, point by point, 
undermines the shared theology, a theology of separateness that all modern-day 
terrorist groups claiming Islamic legitimacy follow.  The Open Letter to IS 
concludes by stating: “The Prophet, who was sent as a mercy for all the worlds, 
summarized a Muslim’s dealings with others by saying: ‘He who shows no mercy, 
will not be shown mercy’; and: ‘Have mercy and you will be shown mercy.’ But, as 
can be seen from everything mentioned, you have misinterpreted Islam into a 
religion of harshness, brutality, torture and murder… this is a great wrong and an 
offence to Islam, to Muslims and to the entire world.” (p. 25) 

Thirdly, what can we do in the face of those advocating hatred, sowing the 
seeds of distrust and using violence to impose their will upon the vast majority of 
decent people?  I believe that the most powerful message we can send to 
advocates of hate, who seek to harm community relations and sow discord, is 
through being absolutely united in the values of love, compassion and respect for 
one another.  This service demonstrates that these are values we all share, 
values that endure, values that will always overcome the narratives of hatred and 
violence.   

I hope you enjoy the rest of the Service, and will join us for a meal at the 
conclusion of the event.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
The Rt Revd Bishop Colin Fletcher OBE, Acting Bishop of Oxford 
 
Dear Lord, 
 
We thank you for bringing us here together. Thank you for the chance to worship 
and pray for peace and understanding between all religions and all people. Give 
peace to all the aching hearts of mankind, stir us all to seek thy compassion in 
every thing we do and so establish a way of life that is according to Your kingdom 
and Your love. 
Lord in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 
 
Dear Lord,  
 
Help us to unite against all types of extremism in whatever form they take. Help us 
to lift our eyes above the torment of this broken world and ensure that we never 
forget the innocent victims whose lives have been torn apart by war or terror. May 
we always be aware of the role we play as individuals of faith to tread the path of 



respect and understanding and ensure that love triumphs over hatred, and peace 
over war.  
Lord in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 
 
Dear Lord, 
 
Guide the leaders of all nations, of all religions and of all educational backgrounds 
to help justice prevail. May they receive from you the gift of wisdom to fight all 
wrong and support all those who suffer from fear and conflict. May those in 
authority recognize that with the privilege of leadership comes the responsibility to 
spread the message of peace and reconciliation. Guide them with purity of heart 
to lead us all to become peace-keepers and peace-makers. 
Lord in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 
 
Dear Lord, 
 
Finally, help each and every one of us become instruments of your peace. Give us 
the power and understanding to stand strong in the face of evil, as we put our faith 
in You, the source of all life and hope.  
 
By the power of Your Spirit, may peace, which is founded on love and 
righteousness, be established throughout the whole world and let Your glory shine 
over all the earth for evermore.  
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
Jon Rowland, President, Oxford Jewish Congregation 
 
At times like this, we all need to recognise the potential for extremism in every 
faith and political system, including our own. Rather than pointing the finger, we 
need to draw close together and reaffirm our values of peace, justice and 
compassion. We need to renew our determination to help the victims and to 
promote our joint human values together, as people of all faiths and none. We as 
Jews can reaffirm and contribute our belief that every human being is created in 
God’s image. We aim to see the divine in the person very different from ourselves. 
 
We pray for the victims of violence, those whose loved ones have been taken 
from them, that they might be healed in their hurt. We pray for the perpetrators of 
violence, that they may be redeemed and made whole and learn to live in peace. 
 



Song, led by Adele Moss (Based on verses from Micah chapter 4). 
 
And everyone ‘neath his vine and fig tree 
Shall live in peace and harmony 
And everyone ‘neath her vine and fig tree 
Shall live in peace and harmony 
 
And into ploughshares beat their swords, 
Nations shall make war no more 
And into ploughshares beat their swords, 
Nations shall make war no more. 
 
 
A pause for silence and personal reflection 
 
 
Jawaid Malik, Muslim Community  
 
In the name of God, the Infinitely Good, the Most Merciful 
Praise be to God.  Oh my Lord You are the Most Kind, the Most Compassionate,  
the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Merciful of the Merciful.   
Oh my Lord, please bring peace where there is conflict and bloodshed. 
Oh my Lord, please bring healing where there is injury and pain. 
Oh my Lord, please bring reconciliation where there is division, hatred and enmity 
between your creation in different parts of the world. 
Oh my Lord, please grant us as a community of communities, to be voices of 
peace, love and reconciliation for all creation. 
Oh my Lord, strengthen those who are working for peace, reconciliation and 
healing wherever they may be in the world. 
Oh my Lord, bless this beautiful city of ours with every blessing and make this 
event today an inspiration for others, to be voices of love and peace. 
Oh my Lord, grant us always to be united against the voices of hatred, division 
and violence. 
A supplication repeated after prayer: 
O God, You are Peace, From you comes Peace, 
And to You returns Peace, Enliven us with Peace, Our Lord.  
Enter us into Paradise - the abode of peace. 
You are the Most Blessed, Our Lord,  
Most Exalted, Possessor of Glory and Nobility. O Most Merciful of the Merciful, 
Have Mercy upon us. Pardon us, O You, Who are Most Generous. 
 
 



Davinder Singh, Sikh Community 
 
Prayer of Sikh Origin,  
adapted from an Ode of the Tenth Guru Gobind Singh 
God is One.  All victory is of the Wondrous Guru (God).  
May the respected God, as the Destroyer of evil, help us!  
First remember God as Destroyer of evil; then remember and meditate upon 
Guru Nanak.  
Then remember and meditate upon Guru Angad, Guru Amar Das and Guru Ram 
Das: May they help us!  
Remember and meditate upon Guru Arjan, Guru Hargobind and Respected 
Guru Har Rai.  
Remember and meditate upon respected Guru Har Krishan, at the sight of whom, 
all pains vanish.  
Remember and meditate upon Guru Tegh Bahadur, and then nine sources of 
wealth will come hastening to your home.  
O Respected Gurus! Kindly help us everywhere. 
May the kind, the respected Tenth Guru Gobind Singh assist us everywhere.  
 

Think and meditate upon the divine light of the Ten Kings contained in the respected Guru 
Granth Sahib and turn your thoughts to the divine teachings of and get pleasure by the sight of 
Guru Granth Sahib, O Wondrous God!  
 

Think of the deeds of those who were absorbed in the Name; of those who 
remembered the Name and shared their food in companionship; of those who 
started free kitchens; of those who preserved truth; of those who overlooked 
others shortcomings; All the aforesaid were pure and truly devoted ones, 
O Wondrous God! 
 
First the entire respected Community of Sikhs, the Khalsa, make this supplication that they may 
meditate on Your Name; may all pleasures and comforts come through such meditation.  
Wherever the Khalsa is present, give Your protection and grace.  May the free kitchens and 
strivings for peace never fail; maintain the honour of your devotees; may the respected Khalsa 
always be honoured; O Wondrous God! May the minds of all remain humble and their wisdom 
exalted, O God! You are the protector of wisdom. 
 

O True Father, Wahe Guru! You are the honour of the meek, the Power of the 
helpless, the shelter of the shelterless, we humbly make prayer in Your presence 
for peace in our city, peace between faiths and peace among the nations of the 
world.  
Mercifully pardon our errors and shortcomings. In your mercy fulfil the desires of 
us all. 
 
In Your mercy cause us to meet those true devotees, by meeting whom, we may remember and 
meditate upon Your Name, O God!  Through the True Guru Nanak, may Your Name be exalted, 
and may all prosper according to Your will.  
 

The Khalsa belongs to God; all success is the success of God.  Wahe Guru! 
 
 



Dr Gyan Gopal, Hindu Community 
 
In The Riga Veda the Mantra reads: 
“Only One God exists eternally BUT wise persons call Him by Many Names.” 
Rig Veda 1:164:46 
The diversity of religious traditions among human societies reflects this simple but 
profound idea. Human beings pray to the Lord in whatever form they are most 
comfortable visualising Him in. Hence tolerance for people with faiths other than 
your own is an essential part of being human. 
So a short prayer 
Oh Lord. 
May all be happy. 
May all be free from misery and sickness. 
May all be in harmony and friendship and 
May all be free from pain. 
And a prayer for peace 
Om Shaantih, Shaantih, Shaantih, Om (O, Peace; Peace; Peace) 
O Lord, Let there be peace in the Heavens; Peace in the Atmosphere; Peace on 
Earth;  
Let the waters be cooling, the herbs healing and the plants enhancing Life.  
Let there be Harmony between, and peace for, all beings in the Universe. 
With perfection in Knowledge let peace pervade everywhere. 
May this Peace be within me as well! 
 
 
Dr Stephen Vickers, Baha’i Community   
 
Be generous in prosperity, and thankful in adversity.  
Be worthy of the trust of thy neighbour, and look upon him with a bright and 
friendly face.  
Be a treasure to the poor, an admonisher to the rich, an answerer of the cry of the 
needy, a preserver of the sanctity of thy pledge.  
Be fair in thy judgement, and guarded in thy speech.  
Be unjust to no man, and show all meekness to all men.  
Be as a lamp unto them that walk in darkness, a joy to the sorrowful, a sea for the 
thirsty,  
a haven for the distressed, an upholder and defender of the victim of oppression.  
Let integrity and uprightness distinguish all thine acts.  
Be a home for the stranger, a balm to the suffering, a tower of strength for the 
fugitive.  
Be eyes to the blind, and a guiding light unto the feet of the erring.  
Be an ornament to the countenance of truth, a crown to the brow of fidelity,  
a pillar of the temple of righteousness, a breath of life to the body of mankind,  
an ensign of the hosts of justice, a luminary above the horizon of virtue,  



a dew to the soil of the human heart, an ark on the ocean of knowledge,  
a sun in the heaven of bounty, a gem on the diadem of wisdom,  
a shining light in the firmament of thy generation, a fruit upon the tree of humility.  

(From the Baha’i Writings) 
 
 
Satyadasa David Waterston, Buddhist Community 
 
In order that I may be skilled in discerning what is good,  
 in order that I may understand the path to peace, 
Let me be able, upright, and straightforward, of good speech, gentle, and free 
from pride; 
Let me be contented, easily satisfied, having few duties, living simply, of controlled 

senses, prudent, without pride and without attachment to nation, race, or other 
groups. 

Let me not do the slightest thing for which the wise might rebuke me.  
Instead let me think: 
“May all beings be well and safe, may they be at ease. 
Whatever living beings there may be, whether moving or standing still, without 

exception, whether large, great, middling, or small, whether tiny or substantial, 
Whether seen or unseen, whether living near or far, 
Born or unborn; may all beings be happy. 
Let none deceive or despise another anywhere.  
Let none wish harm to another, in anger or in hate.” 
Just as a mother would guard her child, her only child, with her own life,  
 even so let me cultivate a boundless mind for all beings in the world. 
Let me cultivate a boundless love for all beings in the world,  
 above, below, and across, unhindered, without ill will or enmity. 
Standing, walking, seated, or lying down, free from torpor,  
let me as far as possible fix my attention on this recollection.  
This, they say, is the divine life right here. 

Translated and adapted by Bodhipaksa from the Pali Metta Sutta 
 
 
Professor Graham Upton DL, A Person of No Faith 
 
I belong to no organised faith group, and have no belief in a supreme being. I am 
just a person living my life as best I can, doing good where I can and, hopefully, 
harming no others. I am a rational being who looks for evidence and I don’t always 
understand why some people believe what they do; but I accept that others have 
views which are different to my own. We have all arrived where we are from 
different starting points and divergent pathways though life, and mutual respect is 
essential in a world where tolerance and understanding are vital in ensuring the 
peaceful coexistence of people of sometimes very different views and beliefs. 
Individuals or groups of people trying to impose their views on others, and 
righteousness extremism by people from any political party or any religious or 
other group, should have no place in modern society. By coming together as 



Oxford’s communities united against extremism I hope we will, in our own small 
way, be able to make it clear to those who do not respect the rights of others that 
their position is one which we reject, and which we will oppose in all ways within 
our power. 
 
 
John White, Chair, Oxford Humanists 
 
On behalf of the Humanists within Oxford, Skeptics in the Pub, Oxford Sunday 
Assembly, the Atheist, Secularist and Humanist Student Societies within our city’s 
two Universities, and the fifteen Humanist celebrants offering their services within 
the OX postcode area, I would like to endorse the words that Prof. Upton, as an 
individual Humanist has just spoken. Humanists try to adopt a rational approach to 
life as social human beings - and to encourage society as a whole to respect 
people whatever their religious (or non-religious) inclinations.  
Thus we have no hesitation in supporting the Lord Lieutenant’s “powerful 
message of firm support for the values of peace, acceptance of diversity and 
respect for all, whatever their background.” 
 
 
 
A pause for silence and personal reflection  

 
 
 

A PLEDGE FOR PEACE AND CONCLUDING REMARKS 
Led by Penny Faust, Oxford Council of Faiths 

First, I want to say thank you to all those who have made this event possible, 
especially to 
• Sue Croft and the staff at Oxford Spires Academy who have been so welcoming 
• Bede and Jenny Gerrard who worked so hard on the programme, and the Revd 

Bob Wilkes and the Church of St Michael at the North Gate who ensured that it  
was printed 

• Aziz Rahman who has provided the refreshments 
• Our sponsors who have facilitated the process and those who have sent 

messages of support 
• and above all, Imam Monawar Hussain whose inspiration it was, and who has 

worked tirelessly over the past five weeks to ensure that this service has 
happened.   

It is all too easy in today's world to deplore extremism, and agonise over terrorist 
threats. The constant news of violence and fanaticism becomes overwhelming 
and debilitating.  The sorrow and trauma for victims and their families are 
unending.  



The difficulty is to know what one person or one community can do to give voice 
to the majority of people who want to live peaceful lives with their neighbours. 

I am not for one minute suggesting that this event will change the world, but by 
being here we have articulated our desire to ensure that Oxford remains a 
peaceful city, one in which we can share friendship and respect between our 
communities, between people of different faiths or none. We know that intolerance 
has no place in our relationships with each other. By coming together today - and 
by walking together in the summer at the annual Oxford Friendship Walk, we can 
demonstrate solidarity, mutual respect and our deep desire to maintain inter 
community cohesion and our connections with each other. 

The 18th- century philosopher Edmund Burke said, and I paraphrase slightly:  
“All that is necessary for evil to succeed is for good people to do nothing.”  

Today's event is a small start to doing something.  
Thank you all so much for coming.  
We hope you can stay to talk, share food and make friends. 

But before that, can I ask you to join me in the pledge for peace. 

 
We have come together today as citizens of Oxfordshire and  
the United Kingdom. 
We pledge to stand united  
against those who propagate hate and violence towards others. 
We pledge to stand united  
against all forms of violent extremism. 
We pledge to live by the values that are inherent within our traditions –  
values of compassion for the needy, love for our neighbour 
and respect for one another. 
We pledge to do all we can  
to promote understanding, respect and mutual love for all.  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Please move to the Main Hall for food and conversation. 
 

If you would like to leave a personal message or comment, 
please do so in one of the books in the Hall 





MESSAGES OF SUPPORT AND PRAYERS 
 
Joanna Simons CBE, Chief Executive, Oxfordshire County Council 
 

“Oxfordshire has a distinguished track record of maintaining strong relationships 
between representatives of different religions and cultures, regardless of events at home 
or abroad that may potentially create discord. Any initiative that seeks to reinforce links 
and strengthen Oxfordshire in this area is to be welcomed, and today’s service provides 
a very positive way for Oxfordshire’s communities to come together to express their 
support.” 
 
Cllr Bob Price, Leader, Oxford City Council 
 

“The world is facing one of the most difficult and dangerous periods that we have known 
in the last hundred years. Against this background of political and economic conflict, it is 
vital that citizens of all faiths and beliefs reaffirm their commitment to the universal 
values of peace, charity and human rights. This important service demonstrates clearly 
the unity of the people of Oxford in support of these values and rights.”  
 
The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher OBE, Acting Bishop of Oxford 
 

“As the Acting Bishop of Oxford I am delighted to be able to be at this very significant 
event in the life of our City and County. The challenge to all of us in human societies is 
to work together for the benefit of all. What extremism destroys we must rebuild with the 
tools of love and our common humanity. Being united for peace is never going to be a 
soft option. It requires hard work, prayer, understanding and goodwill. Thank you to all 
those who have enabled this day to happen, and may we continue to work together long 
after it has come to an end. With every blessing,  +Colin Dorchester.” 
 
Imam Ataullah, Madina Mosque  
 

“Islam is a religion of peace, and the one who accepts peace is called a Muslim. Our 
greetings also consist of peace. Our Prophet [peace be upon him] defined a Believer as 
the one from whose actions other people's wealth and dignity is protected. Islam 
respects other faiths, so for a Muslim to live in a diverse society is very much close to his 
beliefs. My best wishes to everyone reading this message.” 
 
Gregorios, Archbishop of Thyateira and Great Britain 
 

“As Orthodox Christians, we share in the condemnation of any form of Extremism, 
Fanaticism or Intolerance, whether religious, racial, social or cultural.  We are all aware 
of the recent events in the Middle East and northern Africa which have led to horrendous 
actions (images of which have been flashed across the world), and which have affected 
the lives not only of the people living in those areas whose only wish is to live in peace 
and unity with their neighbours (and who include our greatly-suffering fellow Orthodox 
and other Eastern Christians), but also families in the United Kingdom. Sadly, the 
perpetrators frequently invoke ‘religious belief’ to justify their actions and objectives. The 
Message of Christianity is that of ‘Peace’, emphasised by our Lord Jesus Christ, hymned 
by the angels as ‘Prince of Peace’ on Christmas night, and one which resounds 
throughout the worship and teachings of the Orthodox Church.” 
 



The Rt Hon. Sir Tony Baldry, MP 
 

“Muslims and Christians believe in one God.  We may worship God differently but it is to 
the same God that we pray.  A God of peace, who values each human being as being 
unique in God’s creation.  Never before has it been so important that the people of 
peace work together to make it clear that the tolerant will not tolerate the intolerant and 
creating violence and death is no part of God’s creation by whatever name we call God 
and however we worship him.”  
 
The Rt Hon Andrew Smith, MP 
 

“I wish your service and deliberations every success.  It is vital to build mutual 
understanding, tolerance and respect for democratic and human rights as a bulwark 
against extremism of all kinds and the destructive hatreds and conflict they foster.” 

 
Nicola Blackwood, MP 
 

“Britain, and indeed Oxfordshire, has a long-standing tradition of religious tolerance and 
I have been moved by the way in which various religious and cultural groups have come 
together over recent years to confront the poisonous ideologies behind extremism. This 
event, bringing together Oxford’s communities, shows just how powerful these groups 
can be when united and the difference that can be made. We are a diverse community 
here in Oxford, and that’s what makes it such a great place to live and work. We must 
continue to fight extremism in all its forms.” 

 
Sara Thornton CBE, QPM, Chief Constable, Thames Valley Police 
 

“All the faith communities in Oxford have the same desire for peace in our world. It is 
really encouraging to see a host of different organisations coming together in this way.” 

 
The Revd Peter Ball, County Ecumenical Development Officer 
Churches Together in Oxfordshire 
 

“Churches Together in Oxfordshire gives its fullest support to this initiative, which will 
make an immense contribution to building further trust and mutual understanding 
between communities, and serve to extend that trust and understanding more widely.” 

 
The Venerable Martin Gorick, Archdeacon of Oxford  
 

“As Archdeacon of Oxford, representative of Oxford’s Cathedral at Christ Church and 
Inter-Faith Advisor for Oxford Diocese I would like to commend The Oxford Foundation 
and the Oxford Council of Faiths for this initiative. The Oxford Foundation has been 
doing innovative work in schools and community for a number of years, offering safe 
spaces for young people to explore their religious and cultural identity and to celebrate 
all the good things that we share as citizens of this country. Monawar was very well 
received when he recently addressed the Oxford Diocesan Synod, sharing with 
representatives from churches across Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and Berkshire the 
Open Letter to ISIS and its supporters. It is very good to share together now, as we help 
to make visible the sometimes silent majority of people of all faiths and none, who hope 
for a better world free of bitter prejudice, hatred and violence. Jesus said, ‘Blessed are 
the Peacemakers, for they shall be called the Children of God.’ Matthew 5.9.  May this 
be true for all of us as we celebrate our common humanity and heritage here today.” 



Bede Gerrard, Chair, South East England Faiths Forum 
 

“Something all faith groups believe in is the power of prayer, the need to include God in 
the equation of life, and in the actions we take.  There is tension and a need for 
compromise to accept each person’s right to exist – a tension which asks whether we 
can allow others to use a faith’s name to promote their different acceptance within a 
tradition. We may not be able, or even think it right, to pray with people from a different 
tradition, but we can pray alongside them; praying our prayers as they pray theirs. 
Prayer does not need to be expressed in words but in the act of bringing God into the 
situation. We can announce an intention, and then silently come together for a time to 
demonstrate our peaceful co-existence.”   

 
M J Dogar, Vice-Chairman, Central Oxford Mosque 
 

“Central Oxford Mosque has always been supportive of interfaith activities, and we are 
delighted to support this very timely initiative. Violent extremism is a threat to us all, and 
we will defeat it through standing in unity against those who seek to do violence and 
spread hatred. I hope that this initiative will be a catalyst for further sustained activity in 
our city and beyond.” 

 
Dr Kamalroop Singh, Advisory Board Member, The Oxford Foundation 
 

“All of the founders of the major world faiths hoped that their teachings would aid their 
followers in submitting to the Divine, which would lead to a more peaceful life, and to a 
greater compassion for our fellow mankind. The politicisation of religion has 
unfortunately done quite the opposite, and we are all aware of the dark and cruel deeds 
executed in the name of the Divine. In the global family, technology seems to have made 
everything feel a lot closer: ideas, images, music, articles, lectures, etc, with live 
conversations flowing freely all over the internet, and with the ideas therein undoubtedly 
having an influence on many. A person is largely a product of how they think, and 
sometimes the more ethical person is unheard in the chaotic din that can engulf us. This 
is why I welcome this initiative against extremism, where people of faith gather and 
remember the core teachings that are found in all world faiths. I sincerely believe that 
this service and others like it make a positive step in the right direction.”  

 
Aziz ur Rahman 
President, British-Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce, Midlands region 
 

“This is an excellent initiative, appropriate and timely. I have always believed that the 
most powerful message we can send to violent extremists is through being united and by 
working for better understanding.  It is an honour for us to support and contribute to this 
initiative. I pledge to do all I can to spread the wonderful message from this event to all 
my contacts nationally and internationally, so that we can witness similar events in 
different parts of our country and beyond.”  

 
Luthfur Rahman, Chairman, Bangladeshi Mosque & Centre 
 

“I have spent most of my life in this beautiful city of ours. We have excellent relationships 
between our diverse communities, and we must remember that this is possible because 
we are all committed to working together in friendship and for the shared values that 
make this city and our country the best place in the world. This initiative helps us to 



reaffirm our commitment to those shared values, and I am delighted to be supporting this 
excellent initiative.” 

 
Sadat Khan, Chairman, Madina Mosque 
 

“I am writing to confirm my support and the support of the Madina Mosque, Stanley 
Road, community. This is an excellent idea. I think it's about time that we tackle the IS 
issue head on with combined effort from all faith communities. We have an excellent 
understanding with faith groups in Oxford, and we have come together on many 
occasions before. I would like to thank all faith groups for showing support in the past 
and on this occasion. You have my full support and please do not hesitate to ask me if 
I can be of any help to you.” 

 
Fr John O’Connor, Blackfriars, Oxford, quoting Pope Francis 
 

“Now, Lord, come to our aid! Grant us peace, teach us peace; guide our steps in the way 
of peace. Open our eyes and our hearts, and give us the courage to say: “Never again 
war!” “With war everything is lost”. Instill in our hearts the courage to take concrete steps 
to achieve peace. 
Lord, God of Abraham, God of the Prophets, God of Love, you created us and you call 
us to live as brothers and sisters. Give us the strength daily to be instruments of peace; 
enable us to see everyone who crosses our path as our brother or sister. Make us 
sensitive to the plea of our citizens who entreat us to turn our weapons of war into 
implements of peace, our trepidation into confident trust, and our quarreling into 
forgiveness. 
“Keep alive within us the flame of hope, so that with patience and perseverance we may 
opt for dialogue and reconciliation. In this way may peace triumph at last, and may the 
words “division”, “hatred” and “war” be banished from the heart of every man and 
woman. Lord, defuse the violence of our tongues and our hands. Renew our hearts and 
minds, so that the word which always brings us together will be “brother”, and our way of 
life will always be that of: Shalom, Peace, Salaam! Amen.” 
 
Wayas Ahmed, Chairman, Oxfordshire Bangladeshi Association 
 

“No matter what your religion, faith or creed, extremism in any shape or form should be 
condemned by us all.  Oxford, with its dreaming spires and being a centre of excellence 
for education and learning, will, I hope, be a catalyst for uniting communities throughout 
our country against extremism in all forms.  On behalf of the Oxfordshire Bangladeshi 
community and Oxfordshire Bangladeshi Association we are wholeheartedly in support 
of this initiative.” 

 
Cllr M. Altaf-Khan, Deputy Leader, Liberal Democrats, Oxford City 
 

“I am proud to be a citizen of Oxford, one of the most beautiful cities in the world and a 
city that is rich in ethnic, cultural and religious diversity.  This does not, however, mean 
that we can afford to be complacent; on the contrary, we must remain vigilant to events 
in the world.  

The violence and suffering in the world is a result of hate and wars – by communities 
standing together we demonstrate that United Kingdom is a great example to the world 



of co-existence and tolerance. We must unite and celebrate our common values – these 
can be a bulwark against violence and extremism of all kinds.” 
 
Moznu Miah, Chairman, Bath Street Mosque 
 

“We are very happy to support this excellent initiative.  Oxford is a beautiful city with 
many different faiths and cultures. We enjoy great relations between all the communities, 
but we must not be complacent.  This initiative therefore is significant, and reminds us 
that we must stand together against those who advocate division and hatred.  A very 
well done to all the organisers.” 

 
Cllr Elise Benjamin, Oxfordshire Green Party 
 

“As a nation, we are all too quick to go to war. Instead, we need to be united in 
celebrating our common desire for peace. Events such as 'United for Peace' provide a 
welcome opportunity to revel in the diversity of Oxford's communities, and remind us of 
our shared values and aspirations.” 

 
Mary Baker Eddy, founder of Christian Science 
 

“For many years I have prayed daily that there be no more war, no more barbarous 
slaughtering of our fellow-beings; prayed that all the peoples on earth and the islands of 
the sea have one God, one Mind; love God supremely, and love their neighbour as 
themselves.  

God is Father, infinite, and this great truth, when understood in its divine metaphysics, 
will establish the brotherhood of man, end wars, and demonstrate "on earth, peace, 
good will toward men. Through the wholesome chastisements of Love, nations are 
helped onward towards justice, righteousness, and peace, which are the landmarks of 
prosperity.  

In order to apprehend more, we must practise what we already know of the Golden 
Rule, which is to all mankind a light emitting light.” 
 
The Revd Clare Downing, Moderator, United Reformed Church Wessex Synod  
 

“Loving God,  
We pray for your world, torn apart by conflict; 
for those who mourn the loss of family and friends; 
for those who live in uncertainty about their own fate or that of loved ones; 
for those who cannot see another way to be heard, except through violence; 
for those who thought they were going to fight injustice,  

but find themselves trapped in organisations they do not support; 
for those who watch in horror as people they love follow paths of violence and terror; 
for those in power who are working for peace; 
for those in power who are simply wanting to reach their own ends,  

and not the good of all; 
for those, like many of us, who look on from a distance and feel impotent. 
God of peace - salaam - shalom - pax - 

bring your peace and your love to hurting people and a hurting world. 
Amen.” 

 



Chief Fire Officer David Etheridge 
Oxfordshire County Council Fire and Rescue Service 
 

“There are many millions of people in this world who are respectful, gracious and 
demonstrate incredible acts of kindness every day. Communities are made by many but 
destroyed by a few. Now is the time for us to stand firm against the minority who seek to 
destroy communities and countries, and for us to unite against extremism. Mankind has 
so much in common; so let us embrace and celebrate the values we share. I welcome 
today’s service, and hope it sends a strong message about conquering extremism.” 
 
Dr Katy Jennison, Oxford Pagan Circle  
 

We, as Pagans, recognise the Divine in the world and in every human being. If we 
all truly appreciated that in everyone we meet, in everyone we see passing us in 
the street, there is a spark of that Divinity, there would be no room for hatred or 
violence. As Pagans in Oxford, we are ourselves a mixture of traditions and 
backgrounds: our differences and disagreements are our strength, and bring us 
together rather than dividing us. Oxford has a long and shining record of 
supporting diversity and working for peace, and we are proud to be part of this 
newest flowering. 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

The Oxford Foundation and Oxford Council of Faiths 
very gratefully acknowledge the kindness of  

 
Oxford Spires Academy     www.oxfordspiresacademy.org  

for providing today’s venue 
 

Aziz Restaurant     http://aziz.uk.com  
for providing the food 

 
The Church of St Michael at the North Gate     www.smng.org.uk  

for printing this booklet 
 

Network 2.8 Media/The Rewind Group     http://rewind-media-group  
for videoing the event 

 
 
 
 

 

Friendship Walk of Faiths 
 

Thursday 11 June 2015 
 

Everyone is invited to join this Walk,  
which gives time and opportunity to talk with  

those from many different faith communities and share food with them. 
 

Starting from the Synagogue, Richmond Road,  
the Walk’s route takes it via St Giles Church, and the University Church  

to the Central Mosque, Manzil Way. 
 

Details will be available nearer the date  -  www.oxcof.org  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Oxford Foundation is a not-for profit company limited by guarantee. 
(Company Registration No. 6880287) 
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https://www.facebook.com/communitiesunitedagainstextremism 

 
 

Oxford Council of Faiths  
www.oxcof.org.uk  

 
 


